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1 Thereupon,
2 the follow ng proceedings began at 9:02 a.m:
3 MR. TROMBETTA: Good norning, everybody. M
4 name is Lou Tronbetta. |'mthe Executive Director
5 of Florida's Gamng Control Comm ssion. To ny
6 right is Joe Dillmore. He is the Director of
7 Division of Pari-Mtuel Wagering.
8 So if you're not famliar, the Gam ng
9 Comm ssion is kind of divided into two functional
10 areas, our regulatory teamand our crimna
11 enforcenent team which is to ny left, D rector
12 Car|l Herold, Director of Law Enforcenment, and then
13 further down is Ross Marshman, who is our genera
14 counsel .
15 First, thank you. It's alittle cold in this
16 room But | think, honestly, it's pretty nice
17 conpared to how these things usually end up. Thank
18 you for being here at 9. This is kind of a unique
19 opportunity to get everybody in the room
20 So I've been with the Division of Pari-Mitue
21 Wagering previously to the Gam ng Comm ssion for
22 10 years. And really fromthe day | started, | was
23 told you'll never get nore than like two or three
24 pari-nmutuels in the same roomw thout sone type of
25 braw happening. And it's kind of nice just to see
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1 alot of famliar faces walking in here and a | ot
2 of people we know. And really just thank you for
3  show ng up.
4 So the goal of today for this neeting really
5 is to, it's kind of twofold; one, to give you guys
6 an update on sone of the things we've been working
7 on, sone of the things we're doing; and, two, to
8 hear fromyou. One of the main focuses -- we are
9 going to cover regulation, our regulatory team
10 sone of the things we've been doing. But really
11 the focus here is the illegal ganbling market.
12 | want to just, | guess, share wth all of you
13 sone of the things we've been finding, some of the
14 things we're working on, sone of the results we've
15 had, and sort of what to expect going forward. But
16 kind of before we get into that, I'mjust going to
17  kind of cover sone of the bases of what we've been
18 doing and how things are going.
19 W have a m crophone here in the mddle. Wen
20 you signed in, there were speaker cards. |If
21 anybody wants to speak, please fill out a speaker
22 card. W have a decent anobunt of tine here. But
23 if -- well, let me get to there. W'IIl talk about
24  tinmelines.
25 | guess, just to start, so Gam ng Conm ssion
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1 started in July. It's alnost a year now. W're
2 alnost through our first |egislative session.
3 During that time, obviously, a lot of our focus was
4 on building up the Conm ssion, getting staff hired,
5 getting our Comm ssioners in and, honestly,
6 creating the process for how the Comm ssion was
7 goi ng to worKk.
8 Joe's team the regulation side, was kind of
9 in a good position, because they kind of just had
10 to keep the train on the rails and add sone ki nd of
11 new processes to it. Those new processes, you
12 know, candidly, | know have been a little difficult
13 at times for the pari-nutuels, for the reqgul ated
14 i ndustry to kind of deal wth.
15 You know, you guys went from being able to
16 call me or the secretary or sonebody if you had an
17 I ssue and say, hey, | need a new poker table, you
18 know, we've got a tournanent com ng up this week,
19 can you do it. And, obviously, we're not in that
20 envi ronnment anynore.
21 So | appreciate you all kind of working with
22 us and kind of understanding sone of that. W're
23 continuing to kind of work with you and internally
24 try to conme up with processes that can better fit
25 the needs of the reqgulated industries. But,

www. | exi t asl egal . com
888-811- 3408




Public Meeting

May 02, 2023
Page 6

1 frankly, we're still early on in this.
2 | know -- | nean, | don't want to speak for
3 Joe. But I know his team has done a great job in
4 adjusting to sonme of those issues and trying to
5 stay on top and trying to be custoner focused
6 where, you know, you guys are the custoner for us.
7 So that's sonething when, if you do have any
8 feedback, when we open it up for questions and
9 comments, I"'minterested in thoughts, ideas. Let
10 me know how you' ve been inpacted. Really the goal
11 here is to kind of have a back and forth and really
12 be able to try to get everybody in the same roomto
13 hear fromyou. So on that end, | think things are
14 going pretty well.
15 To ook forward to, so we've started going
16 down the rul e-maki ng process. Again, this toois a
17 new process for us. Now, the procedures are,
18 according to the lawers in the room kind of
19 outlined in 120. But we're trying to, you know,
20 make that work under these new conditions.
21 So at the previous neeting or two neetings
22 ago, we initiated three rules. On the agenda for
23 the actual Conm ssion neeting comng up this
24 afternoon, we're going to be noving -- I'mgoing to
25 Dbe asking the Conm ssion to nove into filing a
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1 Noti ce of Proposed Rule on a notice on our rules

2 covering our Conm ssion neetings.

3 The thought process is that we will kind of go

4  through rul e-nmaki ng process on this sort of |ower

5 hanging fruit. This should be sonewhat

6 straightforward. It shouldn't be too

7 controversial. The neeting, you know, it's

8 essentially procedures for operating the neeting,

9 how | ong peopl e can speak and that type of thing.
10 W imagine that that rule wll, hopefully, go
11  through sonewhat snmoothly. It will allowus to
12 ki nd of practice and get the process in place for
13 us to then later on this year, hopefully, do nore
14  conplex rules with our eyes on slots. | know |'ve
15 mentioned that to, you know, just |ooking around
16 the room several people in this roommany tines
17 about slots comng up. It is on our radar.

18 It is something that, | think, everybody has
19 identified as sonething that the industry,

20 particularly in South Florida, needs updated sl ot
21 rules. So, again, just kind of bear with us on

22 that. But the goal is to get there. It just m ght
23 take a little bit of tinme, because we want to go
24  through the rul e-making process first just to kind
25 of iron out sone of the details.
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1 H SA and H WJ has been the bi ggest kind ofPage °
2 struggle for us. Now, | know that a |ot of the
3 people in this roomare not necessarily
4  Thoroughbred track owners that are inpacted by
5 this.

6 But fromour side, | think the desire -- you

7 know, Florida is a horseracing state with a huge

8 equine business that, | think, the Comm ssioners

9 have conme in, identified as sonething inportant to
10 themand inportant to the State. And we've been

11 trying to respond to these federal changes in a way
12 that helps the State of Florida, if you've been

13 following, and wthout getting too nuch into the

14  weeds again.

15 There's now a May 22nd deadline, deadline is
16 one word, inpact date for when the federal rules on
17 drug testing are taking effect. Joe's team Ross,
18 our legal team the Conm ssioners, we've all had

19 | ot s of conversations at this point wwth H W and
20 H SA to try to do everything we can to nmaxim ze

21 our, | guess, support for the horseracing industry.
22 The goal is to kind of do everything that

23 we've been doing that we can handle and try to get
24 as nuch of a credit as we can for the State;

25 realizing that the credit, sonme of this is,
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1 frankly, just out of our hands at this point. $ﬁ?sg
2 federal authority clearly intends to take over.

3 | know there's still lots of -- | think

4 there's, by ny count, four or five cases, whether

5 the rule challenges or sone type of constitutiona

6 matter, inpacting the federal, you know, the H SA
7 But |'ve been advising ny staff. Joe has been very
8 involved, going to GQulfstream going to Tanpa

9 Downs, neeting with his staff to be prepared.

10 W were ready to go at the end of March.

11 W're going to be ready to go in May. Again, our
12 ki nd of concept is that we wll continue to have

13  our enployees at all the tracks doing everything we
14  can; which right now the agreenent that we're going
15 to have wth H SA, another itemon the neeting

16 | ater today, wll capture that.

17 W will continue to do sanpling, collect

18 sanples and enploy our staff at the racetracks. W
19 wll use our investigators to conduct

20 investigations on behalf of HHSAto try to offset
21 some of the costs associated with this program

22 Again, | know that the horseracing industry is in a
23 tough spot. W're trying to do what we can and try
24 to work with you.

25 Agai n, you guys have been great. | hope you
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1 know -- Andy, you've been great in e-nmailing ne.
2 |*ve been trying to get back to you as | can,
3 Lonny, you know. Just keep doing that. The people
4 at Qulfstream everybody has been very involved in
5 working with both ne and Joe. Pl ease keep doing
6 that. W want to hear howthis is going. W want
7 totry to be able to help when we can.
8 Ckay. The other thing we've been working on
9 is wth -- so Carl has been working with ne to
10 reach out to | aw enforcenent agencies around the
11 state to talk about illegal ganbling that's going
12 on. Separately, when | get out to the facilities,
13 when | have conversations, | try to make a point of
14  speaking wth the regulated industry in the state
15 and try to figure out how you guys are handling the
16 issues that are com ng up.
17 So I'd like to kind of focus on that area
18 right now Carl and | have spent -- you know, not
19 just nme -- but spent a ton of tinme trying to
20 understand what's going on in the state. And,
21 essentially, inny mnd, it kind of breaks down to
22 t hree things.
23 So the question | get asked nost is why is
24 illegal ganbling so prolific in the state. First,
25 it's not just Florida. This is not a Florida
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1 specific issue. It's an issue that a nunber of
2 states in this country are dealing with. It is a
3 problemin a lot of states for a |ot of the sane
4 reasons.
5 So first is alegal reason and it has to do
6 wththe laws. Florida is unique in that we have a
7 pretty broad and good definition of what a sl ot
8 machine is in 849. So, in ny opinion, our problem
9 is not the definition of a slot nmachine. CQur
10 problemis the penalties associated with the
11 illegal activity.
12 So sone states will have a very kind of narrow
13 definition of what a slot nmachine is. |If there's
14 an elenment of skill, it nmay not be a slot nachine.
15 That's not the case in Florida. So what we've
16 discovered is |lot of businesses are being sold the
17 i dea that these slot nmachines, these ganes are
18 | egal because they're skill-based ganes, which is
19 not true for the nost part.
20 So in Florida what we've been doing, and what
21 |"ve been trying to get the nessage out there, is
22 that the big issue legally is the penalties
23 associated with these actions. W have a | ot of
24  m sdeneanors. So sinple possession of an ill egal
25 ganbling device is a m sdeneanor; which kind of
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1 | eads to the second big problem essentially, is a
2 know edge probl em
3 And this is separate fromthe |legal area. The
4  know edge really, fromny end, is focused for
5 everybody i nvolved; from you know, ny staff, from
6 | ocal, at the county level, County Conmm ssions and
7 | aw enf orcenent agencies around the state. But it
8 also goes up to the politicians in the |egislature.
9 It's very unclear what's happening. And they're
10 being told different things.
11 So, you know, | think for the people in this
12 room nost of the people in this room-- again,
13 this is pretty straightforward. Slot gamng is
14 legal in tw counties in this state and at the
15 Sem nol e properties. |If there are slot machines in
16 pl aces other than that, they're likely illegal. So
17 |'ve been trying to get that nessage out.
18 But, again, we're finding that the business
19 owners that are participating in this activity, you
20 have kind of a variety of business owners in the
21 know edge |l evel. Sone know that they're illegal
22 and are just operating an illegal business and they
23 understand that. On the other end of the spectrum
24 are people that own and operate, you know, a
25 | egitimate, just using 7-Eleven as an exanpl e.
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1 And sonebody cones to them and says, hey, |
2 can put this machine in your gas station, it's
3 going to make X anount per nmonth and we'll just
4 split it 50/50. It's totally legal, here's the
5 literature presented from you know, sone attorney
6 that they paid, some other state, or it's just kind
7 of, or we don't know who presented it. It says,
8 hey this is a skill-based gane, it's totally |egal,
9 and the business owner doesn't know any better.
10 So one of the things we're focusing on is
11 trying to get the nessages out there that the | aw
12 on this is not that conplicated. And we're trying
13 to create a resource on our web page so that people
14 can go to that, look at it, and identify whether or
15 not the machine that they're | ooking at or that
16 they're dealing with is illegal.
17 Ri ght now we've gotten our Frequently Asked
18 Questions up on the website. W have a few that
19 deal specifically with this issue. But we are
20 trying to long-termcone up wth a better tool that
21 wll allowthe public to go to sone type of porta
22 or sonething; you know, ask them a few questi ons,
23 it wll say illegal or, you know, call sonebody
24 type thing. So we are trying to get there, so that
25 we can kind of better help this know edge gap.
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1 And separately -- and Carl is going to talk
2 about it in a second -- Carl is making a big effort
3 and has done a ton of time and energy just on
4 getting out there and talking to | aw enforcenent
5 agencies around the state to kind of get themup to
6 speed. Not that they're behind. But, again, it's
7 a conplicated issue and, you know, when they're
8 hearing fromall these different parties, it's
9 tough to kind of figure it out.
10 The Gam ng Conm ssion was created, in ny
11 opinion, to fill sonme of this gap; that there was a
12 void in the state of who was responsible for this
13 activity. And so we're trying to fill that space.
14 We're trying to be the expert. W're trying to be
15 the ones that if you have questions, if you have
16 I ssues, you can cone and contact us.
17 Then the third kind of issue is resources. So
18 | et's say that you had a | aw enforcenent agency
19 t hat knew these things were illegal. The question
20 cones, okay, why aren't you doing anything. Well,
21 there's limted resources. Again, this is
22 m sdeneanor crines. And so we're trying to help
23 wth resources.
24 We provided -- essentially, the big one that
25 we keep getting is storage. If we go into one of
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1 these places and we seize 50 machi nes, where we do
2 put them where do we put themwhile the case is
3 pending. So the Gam ng Conmm ssion, we've received
4  noney in our budget that will, hopefully, get --
5 bot h houses have now approved it, and it |ooks |ike
6 it should cone for storage centers.
7 W're going to physically | ease warehouse
8 space -- one in North Florida, one in South Florida
9 Is what we're | ooking at now, this may change -- to
10 provide a long-termsolution for the storage
11 problem In the neantine, we are working to find
12 storage space in the short-term And Carl has been
13  successful to do that. Carl and Lisa, you know,
14 peopl e on our team have again been pretty
15 successful in doing that and hel pi ng.
16 Because | think that's -- that's sort of where
17 we are finding we can nmake the biggest difference
18 i medi ately is by reaching out to people that want
19 to do sonething and say we can help you do this.
20 So for the | aw enforcenent guys in the room please
21 continue to contact us.
22 Carl, do you mnd adding a little bit nore
23 about sort of what you' ve been working on and how
24  the conversations have gone with |ocal |aw
25 enforcenent?
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1 MR. HEROLD: Sure. Good norning, everybody.
2 | had a lot to say and Lou just took all of it from
3 me. But just to kind of let you know, |ike Lou
4 said, the regulatory side of the Comm ssion cane
5 over inits totality. And it just, you know, it
6 was already rocking and we just needed it to
7 continue to rock.
8 The | aw enforcenment side was the part that was
9 ki nd of the added value to the comm ssion. And
10 this was a brand new | aw enf orcenent agency.
11 Typically in state governnent, a new | aw
12 enforcenent agency is carved out of another agency,
13 and it has sonme nonentum already built into it and
14  you sinply just point the nmachine in a new
15 di rection.
16 But we had the added challenge of trying to
17 build that nonmentum So while maybe sone of you
18 have thought that we weren't maybe reacting as
19 quickly as you wanted, the reality is is we had to
20 build all those things up to create the nonentumto
21  Dbegin doing that.
22 And part of the idea, in ny mnd, was, you
23 know, there had not been a state level |aw
24  enforcenment agency dedicated to ganbling
25 enforcenent solely that |I'maware of ever. And |
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1 needed to go out and find out what the
2 stakehol ders, the other |aw enforcenent agencies
3 and our prosecutors and those folks |ike that, what
4 they identified as being the nost helpful to them
5 so that we could, you know, successfully attack
6 this issue in Florida.
7 And | can tell you that prior to going out,
8 the things that | had in ny mnd were not what the
9 | aw enf orcenent and prosecutors said. And to what
10 Lou said, the first very thing was, where are we
11 going to put all these nmachines. Law enforcenent
12 views the problemof ganbling in a different way.
13 And that is it's all a bunch of m sdeneanors, and
14 it costs a lot of noney to hold on to these
15 machi nes.
16 Because as a requirenent for evidentiary
17 purposes, it has to be secured; but it also has to
18 be kept in the condition that it's operating and if
19 it is turned back over to whoever the slot nachines
20 are seized from it has to be in a functioning
21 manner or you have to pay for it to be put back in
22 normal condition.
23 And so that is problematic. Most of these
24  machines were built pretty shoddily. And if you're
25 not putting themin sone sort of climte-controlled

www. | exi t asl egal . com
888-811- 3408




Public Meeting

May 02, 2023
Page 18

1 environnent, they will sinply fall apart. So that
2 was the first thing that cane up. And | was,
3 honestly, very shocked. But it nade a | ot of sense
4 that holding on to these nmachi nes woul d be
5 probl emati c.
6 The next thing was -- so |'ve got 43 years in
7 | aw enforcenent. |'ve been 33 1/2 with the Florida
8 H ghway Patrol, 7 1/2 years with the Florida
9 Lottery, and now here. And so | have, | feel Iike,
10 a pretty robust |aw enforcenent background. But |
11 can tell you that for nost |aw enforcenent
12 officers, the ganbling statutes are difficult to
13  under st and.
14 And there's an educational elenent that we
15 needed to neet with our | aw enforcenment folks. And
16 as | dug into it and, you know, we dug into it, we
17 found out that really the educational part of this
18 is at every level. The people at the very bottom
19 | evel that are playing see no distinction between
20 going into sone illegal place or, you know, at
21 their corner or going to, you know, a regqgul ated
22 industry. They don't see that distinction,
23 And we have to educate them about that, that
24 what they're doing is participating in a business
25 that doesn't have the sane |level of regulatory
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1 oversight, doesn't have the integrity, you know,
2 ensuring the integrity of the people that are
3 working there and al so paynent practices and those
4 kind of things like that.
5 So we find that -- we found that we need to
6 educate the public, but it's at every level. The
7 peopl e that are buying these arcades, for the nost
8 part, understand that what they're doing is
9 i1l egal.
10 But it's the one-offs, the Ma and Pa pl aces
11 that have two or three in there and sonebody cones
12 themto and says here's all this docunentation
13 showing that these things are legal, | want to put
14 two in your business, and we'll split the proceeds.
15 And these folks are just trying to nake a
16 profit. The people down the road have al ready got
17 two, they think they need two or three. And then
18 the business owners, the business owners oftentines
19 are being duped about this. To what Lou said,
20 we've been sending out letters of warning. W
21 collaborate with | ocal |aw enforcenent.
22 The Charlotte County Sheriff's Ofice
23 requested that we send letters of warning to
24 arcades in their county. They gave us a list of 22
25 arcades. W sent the letters back to Charlotte
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1 County. They hand delivered them And innedig?giio
2 20 of the 22 quit, got out of the business.

3 And then | got calls fromlandl ords saying,

4 hey, | have a |ease with these individuals and it

5 says they're not supposed to be doing anything

6 illegal, is thisillegal. And | had to explain to
7 themthat, for the nost part, this was illegal. So
8 we had to educate | essees and property owners and

9 those things |like that. So it's education at every
10 | evel .

11 Prosecutors. Prosecutors, | speak to |aw

12 enforcenent agencies across the state. And the

13 | evel of interest in trying to prosecute these

14 types of case varies fromvery, very interested in
15 going after these individuals to not so nuch.

16 Because there's a | ot of confusion about what the
17 statute says and, you know, what is and isn't a

18 slot machine or other ganbling device or those kind
19 of things |ike that.

20 So | see an inportant elenent for the Gam ng
21 Comm ssion is not just the enforcenent, but also

22 the educational side of it. And once we've

23 educated you, if you no | onger heed that education,
24 then we are certainly prepared to take care of the
25 enforcenent. And that's what we're going to do.
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1 Long-term you know, the goal is for us to
2 collaborate wth other |aw enforcenent agenci es.
3 W're avery small |aw enforcenent agency at this
4 point. W have 15 sworn |aw enforcenent officials.
5 And | think that the greatest success that we wll
6 have in giving the greatest inpact to you as our
7 st akehol ders and havi ng sone neani ngful inpact on
8 the illegal ganbling and the illegal slot machines
9 at this point is partnering with our |aw
10 enf orcenent agenci es, hel ping them be successful.
11 Qoviously, we will have our own cases. But if
12 we can help local |aw enforcenent understand the
13 issues and the illegality and how to successfully
14 investigate these cases and bring themto
15 prosecution, that's our goal is to nmaxi mze our
16 i npact by col laborating with |ocal |aw enforcenent.
17 Lou, what did | |eave out?
18 MR. TROVBETTA: No, | think you're good.
19 So to add to what Carl put on, you know, |
20 think one of the roles of the Conmm ssion here is to
21 hel p support the regulated industry. And,
22 essentially, | see it as good actors trying to do
23 the right thing, right. The lawis set up in the
24 state to reward, to authorize gamng in a few
25 narr ow ways.
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1 And the relationship is the people that want
2 to offer this business can do so, and in return
3 they have to pay the state revenue, taxes. | think
4 our role and what we're trying to do here by going
5 after these illegal gam ng businesses is to drive
6 revenue back to the casinos, back to the
7 pari - nut uel s.
8 | know that -- | was in Atlantic City at a
9 conference two weeks ago, and there was a
10 conversation about cannibalization of markets.
11  And, you know, nost of this is usually related
12 to -- it had to do with New York, the New York
13 mar ket, what was goi ng to happen when the downstate
14  casinos open. But really, the cannibalization is
15 an issue that affects your businesses on a
16 day-to-day basis.
17 To nme, gamng is a formof entertai nment,
18 there's X anmounts of entertai nment dollars. |If
19 people are going to the adult arcade down the
20 street instead of the poker roomor instead of the
21 slot facility, it's noney that the State is not
22 getting, because those illegal businesses are not
23 payi ng taxes.
24 They don't have to get a |icense. They don't
25 have to pay a $2 million dollar licensing fee.
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1 They don't have to pay 35 percent of their revenue
2 or of their, you know, the wns. So, you know, in
3 Florida, there's a reason to go after this illegal
4 mar ket beyond just the harmthat it's doing to
5 I ndi vidual citizens, which it does do.
6 It's not a victimess industry. The nmachi nes
7 are not audited. You know, | nean, | don't have
8 to -- you know, there's no controls in place. M
9 teamcan't go out and say, hey, are you payi ng out
10 the right percentage. W can't deal wth
11 conpl ai nts.
12 W get a lot of this. Soneone goes to these
13 pl aces, wi ns sonething, and they don't get paid.
14 Well, | nmean, sorry, you're playing at an il egal
15 ganbling business. So there's a lot of incentive
16 fromny end to try to drive this business out of
17 the illegal markets into the regul ated markets.
18 And | think right nowit's starting wth the
19 adul t anmusenent arcades. | know in speaking with
20 sone of the pari-nutuels that do not have slots
21 that card roons, there's a lot of activity on, you
22 know, essentially, poker apps or hone ganes. And
23 |"mnot saying that |'mgoing to, you know, tel
24 Carl go, you know, raid everybody's hone tonorrow.
25 But we are aware, you know.
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1 So this is -- Daytona Beach gave ne this this
2 nmorning. This is not the only one. This is,
3 essentially, illegal ganbling activity in Central
4 Florida. | just skimmed it. It's both illegal
5 arcades, but it's also a lot of illegal card ganes.
6 That, | think, is sonething that we are
7 interested. |If you have that information, pass
8 this on. This is a fantastic tool, | think not
9 just for ne, but -- Carl, would you agree?
10 MR. HEROLD: Absol utely.
11 MR. TROVBETTA: And we've received this from
12 other people and simlar things that has hel ped us
13 start doing sone of the research, start doing sone
14 of the ground work. So for the regul ated parties,
15 you know, in this neeting, if you want -- you know,
16 it sounds |like a |ot of you have done this research
17 already. Please send it to us. W'd be happy to
18 have it.
19 Before | kind of open it up to questions and
20 just the back and forth type side, | just want to
21 touch on -- so | was this norning kind of witing
22 down sone of the Frequently Asked Questions that we
23 get about these things.
24 So first one, how many illegal businesses are
25 there in the state? This one has conme up a bunch.
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1 Sinple answer, I'mnot sure. W're finding that it
2 varies alot fromcounty to county. But there's a
3 | ot nmore, | think, than people expect or believe.
4 Even if you live in a county where there's tons of
5 them | think it's hard to kind of fathom how, you
6 know, the scope of these things.
7 How many machines are there? Well, that
8 varies too. But we're finding, you know, usually
9 between 30 and 70 machines in these things. So if
10 you have, you know, 10 to 20 in a county with, you
11 know, 30 to 70 machi nes, you know, the math, it
12 starts getting -- the nunber of machines in the
13 state starts growi ng exponentially.
14 Are all anmusenent machines illegal? So this
15 is kind of an interesting one just in ternms of --
16 we get one this fromthe public, you know, is it
17 illegal to go play at this place. Again, the |aw
18 IS sonewhat straightforward. You can play |ega
19 slots in one of the eight pari-nutuel facilities in
20 M am - Dade or Broward or at a Sem nol e property.
21 | f you're playing outside of that, you're
22 probably playing an illegal slot machine. If it
23 | ooks |like a slot machine, it is not an anusenent
24 machine. If it looks like a slot machine, there's
25 a presunption that it is an illegal slot machine.
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1 So, again, you know, fromthat end, that part is

2 sonewhat straightforward.

3 These things aren't hurting anybody, why do

4 you care? That's just, you know, blindly false.

5 They are hurting people. They're taking noney

6 away. They're predatory. And they're not -- there

7 aren't the consuner protections in place that you

8 guys all care about, that we care about.

9 You know, the good actors in gam ng, | think,
10 understand that, you know, you can -- I'mgoing to
11 say -- I'mvery bad at this saying. You can sheer
12 a sheep once -- how does that go? Wat does that
13 say about shearing a sheep once -- you can only
14 kill it once and you can shear it a whole bunch of
15 tinmes.

16 Okay. The idea here is that, you know, it's
17 okay to -- you want repeat custoners, right. You
18 want to drive business from people that can afford
19 to play in your business. | nean, it's ganbling.
20 Everybody knows that it's a form of entertainnent
21 and that it can be done safely.

22 And the future of this business, you know --
23 there's an inplication that you can't just take al
24  the nmoney fromthe custoners in a week. And that's
25 not the sanme nodel that these illegal places have.
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1 They do not necessarily care about that. So,
2 again, | think it helps the State, it hel ps
3 citizens if we can drive this business to the |egal
4 markets. And really, that's really what we're
5 trying to do.
6 Joe, anything to add or to say before we kind
7 of open it up?
8 MR DILLMORE: Not so nuch. Like our division
9 noved over. Qur job was to try to keep everything
10 on the regul ated side noving as seanl essly as we
11 coul d, you know, given the new processes.
12 Although, you know, the underlying statutes, a | ot
13 of cases didn't change on the regulated side, it's
14 just a different decision-nmaking process.
15 So I''m anxious to hear any suggestions on
16 things that we are doing well or not doing well
17 that we can inprove on and hearing sone ideas from
18 the regul ated side, any rul e-making that you m ght
19 be interested in seeing or adjustnent in our
20 processes. So | look forward to your input from
21 that perspective.
22 MR. TROVBETTA: Al right. Geat. So | do
23 have a few speaker cards. |If you can, just be a
24 little cognizant of -- | nean, | only have three.
25 | wasn't sure how many this was going to go. But,
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1 obviously, if there's back and forth, if anybody
2 else wants to speak after that, you' d be wel cone.
3 So, M. Fred Guzman, you can just cone up to
4 this mcrophone.
5 MR. GUZVMAN: Director Tronbetta, Director
6 Herold, Director DIl nore, thank you for hol ding
7 this forum M nane is Fred Guzman. | amthe
8 Presi dent and General Manager of Daytona Beach
9 Raci ng and Card Cub and Orange Gty Racing and
10 Card d ub.
11 | have been in the pari-nmutuel industry in the
12 State of Florida for over 40 years. |'ve seen a
13 | ot of changes throughout those decades. A Gam ng
14 Control Comm ssion with enforcenent authority is
15 wel cone and | ong overdue.
16 When COVID shuttered the industry, illega
17 online ganbling activity skyrocketed. The packets
18 that | handed out al so included screenshots of
19 various nunber of illegal online poker sites that
20 operate in Florida. They use the guise of social
21 gam ng, but they advertise real noney payouts.
22 | included ny business card in the packet. So
23 if you'd like the live links, just e-mail ne and
24  I'll send themto you. | also included a |Iist of
25 I nternet cafes that operate in Central Florida.
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1 The Internet cafes that are in bold are the
2 ones with the |largest nunber of machines. Sone
3 exceed a hundred machi nes. Mbst of these were shut
4 down by the Volusia County Sheriff in 2018.
5 Unfortunately, wth the lack of followthrough,
6 they reopened.
7 The agency's objective of gam ng enforcenent
8 is alofty one. Thank you for taking this on, and
9 | look forward to supporting your efforts in any
10 way | can. So |I'm happy to take any questi ons.
11 MR. TROVBETTA: So in regard to, | guess, the
12 poker ganes, are you finding that players at your
13 card roons are participating in those things? |Is
14 it driving business away?
15 MR GUZMAN. Well, yes, absolutely. So these
16 | nternet or these poker apps, we'll see in our
17 roons people playing on themas they're actually
18 pl ayi ng actual ganes.
19 And | should explain the idea of soci al
20 gamng. So with social gamng, there's no noney at
21 risk. You play for fun. So the platformis a
22 social gamng platform But they use that platform
23 to pay out real noney. So there's sone serious big
24  ganes happening online with these social gam ng
25 pl at f or ns.
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1 MR. TROVBETTA: kay. Thank you, sir.
2 MR. GUZMAN.  Thank you.
3 MR TROMBETTA: Jonat han Zachem
4 MR. ZACHEM | was going to speak on the next
5 subject matter. But if you want to hear ny voice,
6 |"mglad to go up.
7 MR. TROVBETTA: Well, what's the next subject
8 mat t er ?
9 MR. ZACHEM The reg industries.
10 MR. TROVBETTA: The reg industries?
11 MR. ZACHEM Yeah. You've got two sections.
12 One is regulated industries and --
13 MR. TROVBETTA: kay. | nean, if you want to
14 touch on that, you're welcone to.
15 MR. ZACHEM Wl |, speaking to this briefly --
16 first of all, thank you, Chief. You've been
17 phenonenal at trying to work on the ill egal
18 activities that are happening in our comrunities.
19 | don't think anybody here wants to have il egal
20 formats or foruns that are going on in these areas.
21 | woul d encourage the Comm ssion to work on
22 sone of the areas that are not as clear with that,
23 as the exceptions as to what is allowed under sl ot
24  statutes especially. There's sonme confusion there.
25 | " ve had peopl e approach ne previously and ask if
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1 something is legal. | tell them no, that's not.
2 They go to the website and try and see if there's
3 an exception that applies to it.
4 As M. Tronbetta said before, they talk to
5 sone unnaned |awer that | can't find his |Iicense
6 being in the state, and they suddenly tell them
7 that this is legal and here's an exception that it
8 falls under. So if you can address sone of the
9 exceptions, | think that helps a little bit.
10 Slots, as far as what they are, they're
11 Illegal as far as the possession. But they ask
12 guestions about how can cruise ships, things |ike
13 that, end up having slots going towards them
14  shipnment if the possession is |egal, how does that
15 happen. So maybe if you had a |ittle section that
16 you can apply that to.
17 |"mgoing to delay the other part that |I'm
18 going to tal k about, because the process that |
19 want to discuss about has nothing to do with the
20 il1legal slots section. So | think that woul d be
21 easier to address in a later section, if you want.
22 MR. TROVBETTA: No, it does -- you know,
23 frankly, the regul ated section, we can take that
24  just for purposes of the neeting. Wat all -- |
25 guess fromny end, ny notes in the regul ated
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1 sectionis really we just want to hear from you.
2 It's sort of what Joe touched on there. So |
3 don't have items to highlight. But if you want
4 to -- you know, we'd be happy to here what issues
5 you guys have and kind of go back and forth that
6 way on the regul ated section.
7 MR. ZACHEM Sure. | just wanted to stay on
8 point and not detract fromwhat you were saying. |
9 had a suggestion as far as sone of the processes
10 going forward in dealing, especially, with
11 facilities.
12 | think there needs to be -- and we get it.
13 The Commssion is trying to figure out, getting its
14 | egs under it and do a lot of things. But there
15 needs to be a little nore communi cation before an
16 adm nistrative conplaint is drafted.
17 There are other opportunities, since we've
18 heard repeatedly that the goal is conpliance wth
19 statute and rule, that either nore information can
20 be provided to you or the conpliance can be
21 achieved prior to an adm nistrative conplaint that
22 suddenly is a public conplaint affecting |icensees
23 in nmultiple jurisdictions.
24 Either with a letter of guidance in sone
25 cases; | don't knowif you're focused on
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1 non-di sciplinary citations; or in sonme cases just a
2 telephone call after the investigation itself is
3 done by attorney that says here's what we're
4 looking at prior to the admnistrative conpl aint.
5 And you woul d get a response. | think every
6 facility has a conpliance person or sonmeone that
7 you can reach out and talk to -- | think so -- that
8 you can talk to and be able to find out fromthem
9 what's happening at their facility.
10 Either this is a one-off or they can do
11 sonething to address it systematically, instead of
12 getting a conplaint to themand then having | ess
13 than three weeks to try and figure out what
14 happened, go through tape and figure out where it
15 was at their facility sonetines six, eight nonths
16 prior.
17 So that would be ny suggestion is
18 communi cation prior to the admnistrative
19 conplaint, and maybe sonething that is not as penal
20 as an administrative conplaint at that point if
21 there is conpliance. Thank you.
22 MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you. And just for
23 pur poses of what M. Zachem just brought up, if
24  there are any questions or comments beyond il egal
25 stuff, you know, from anybody el se, we can take
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1 them now t oo.
2 The next speaker card is M. Joe Wbster.
3 MR. VWEBSTER: Good norning. Thank you. Joe
4 \Webster, |'moutside counsel for the Sem nole
5 Tribe.
6 |'d like to, first of all, comrend all of you
7 for having the session today; because it certainly
8 is sonmething that, | think, is long overdue. W
9 al so recogni ze the extent of the challenge, you
10 know that's facing you. And, you know, this is
11 sonething that certainly the Tribe has been focused
12 on for along tine is, you know, the extent of
13 illegal ganbling in various forns.
14 And certainly, you know, as other have
15 commented, you know, it's not an issue that's
16 limted to one formof gam ng or one | ocation.
17 This is, you know, sonething that is preval ent
18 across, you know, nultiple jurisdictions and in
19 many different forms. So, again, you know the fact
20 that, you know, you all are focusing, you know, the
21 attention on this and have been taking action, |
22 think, you know, is certainly very wel cone.
23 One suggestion that, you know, | think is, you
24  know, may be sonething that you all are already,
25 you know, thinking about. But, you know, as you've
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1 indicated, you' ve got so many different small, you
2 know, Mom and Pop facilities and others that, you
3 know, vary in size that in many cases the problem
4 is the distributors.
5 And the enforcenent against the distributors
6 1is likely to have a nmuch nore, | think, pronounced
7 effect than, you know, the -- certainly you should
8 go after, you know, the individuals; not saying
9 otherwise. But, you know, going after the
10 distributors, | think, is sonmething that woul d nake
11 a significant difference.
12 And al so, you know, | agree, you know, wth
13 the comments about the inportance of education.
14  And, you know, frankly, the fact that there's been
15 sonme good press, | think, in recent days about
16 enforcenent action, you know, those things, to ne,
17 | think, are nutually enforcing.
18 You know, the fact that you all are taking
19 enforcenent action, it's getting press coverage;
20 that, you know, in and of itself, | think, is doing
21 a lot to educate the public that, you know, these
22 are issues that, you know, it's not sonething that,
23 one, there's no risk to, but that it is an illegal
24  activity.
25 So, again, you know, | certainly commend all
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1 of you for, you know, the work that you're doing.
2 And, you know, I"'mglad to see the focus on this
3 inportant subject. So thank you.
4 MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you. And we can just
5 add a little bit nore just on things we've been
6 doing. So sone of the press coverage, we've been
7 trying to work with partners around the state, both
8 in law enforcenent agencies, the pari-nutuel
9 industry.
10 W now have -- again, just in terns of the
11  process of putting this thing together, we've hired
12 a Director of External Affairs; which is,
13 essentially -- right now a big, big role has been
14 conps. That has been a gap that | haven't had. So
15 havi ng sonebody to help with conps is making a big
16 difference in terns of the press. W've been able
17 to kind of showcase sone of the things we've been
18 able to do.
19 And, you know, we're trying to use the press
20 to get the word out there that, again, you know,
21 that we're doing sonething, that illegal activity
22 is not okay and that there is a threat to the
23 public. So we are continuing to try to do that. |
24  think that's where we're going.
25 Any ot her comments on either illegal or
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1 reqgulated at this point? Yes, sir.
2 MR GUZNMAN: | just want to bring up one nore
3 trend that we're seeing that I'd like to get on
4 your radar. And that's charity poker tournanents.
5 Now, charity poker tournanments are fine. As
6 operators, we hold charity poker tournaments al
7 the tine.
8 But what we're tal king about is individuals
9 hol di ng charity poker tournanents, paying out --
10 they skirt the law where it's in that gray area.
11 | nstead of paying out cash, they pay out gift
12 cards, often thousand dollar gift cards. So
13 they're getting around the, | guess, the intent of
14 the law by framng it as a charity event. But that
15 is pulling fromregul ated card roons.
16 MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you. Yes, sir.
17 MR POAELL: | can fill out a card afterwards.
18 So just --
19 MR. TROVBETTA: Pl ease identify yourself.
20 MR PONELL: It's alittle nore generic. | am
21 Lonny Powell. [|'mthe Chief Executive Oficer of
22 the Florida Thoroughbred Breeders' and Owners’
23  Associ ation.
24 First of all, | want to encourage our new
25 gam ng entity. |'ve seen sone real nice things
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1 fromstaff in ternms of accessibility. Lou, you're
2 nore accessi bl e than you' ve ever been. And, Joe,
3 you always were accessible. And you're carrying
4 that thenme. You know, you can't mx with us al
5 the tinme or you'll never your job done. But |
6 appreciate that.
7 | al so appreciate you actually have enpl oyees
8 that reach out. A couple of your staff reached out
9 to introduce thensel ves when we couldn't neet in
10 person. It mght have been on a Zoom or sonet hing.
11 So you' ve got some folks that just aren't, you
12 know, good at their credit duties, they're people
13 persons. So | applaud you.
14 As far as HSA | think | got good news for
15 you. | think you mght be tracking where we're at.
16 But as of tonorrow, there will be a bill approved
17 on the Senate floor. And part of that bill wll be
18 that HI SA -- which when | dealt with H SA at the
19 federal level, ny biggest problem as you know,
20 Lou, was not the integrity and safety neasures.
21  Those were all great.
22 It was an unfunded nmandate in either this
23 state or the tracks. And typically, if it goes to
24 the tracks, that nmeans the horsenmen. |If it goes to
25 the horsenen, they start | ooking at the breeders.
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1 It all just gets passed on and everybody eats each
2 other's lunch.
3 The bill tonmorrow will provide tax credits to
4 the racetracks, because they're the ones that are
5 designated to be paying it. And so the industry
6 wll, basically, not have those mllions of dollars
7 taken out of its limted econony; which was really
8 a bad deal, as you know. That's good news.
9 | think the other great news behind it is
10 there is in this legislation, the thoroughbred
11 i ndustry that you regulate is going to get a real
12 shot in the armfroman econom c devel opnent
13 standpoint. And, you know, it's going to be at the
14 poi nt where purses are going to be able to get
15 rai sed at the two tracks.
16 It's when we get to the point where we're
17 going to have sone stability. W actually are al
18 getting along now for the |ast three weeks, to ny
19 know edge. And, you know, | haven't seen that in
20 over 10 years. | don't expect it to go forever,
21 but it's kind of nice. No Thanksgiving dinners.
22 But | think that ultimately fromthe
23 Fl ori da-bred standpoint, Florida-breds are w nning
24 40 percent of the races at Gulfstream Over 40
25 percent of those or over 70 percent of those are
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1 being sired by Florida stallions. W still have
2 the second largest breeding industry in North
3 Anerica; not nearly what we used to be, but who is.
4  Things have changed. W're still that kind of a
5 pl ayer.
6 In '24 and '25 with the passage of this
7 | egislation, in addition to all this nice funding
8 that's going out to all the different stakehol ders
9 is we at Qulfstream for exanple, the flagship
10 track, are a Florida-Bred Stakes Program which
11 this year features that noney that conmes from our
12 share of the business.
13 And in '24 and '25, it's not going to be just
14 us. The tracks and the horsenen, in recognition of
15 the inportance of Florida-breds, are going to be
16 for the first tinme actually contributing as well.
17 So not only does all this nice funding conme through
18 wth suspenders and buckles for anything from
19 purses to breeders' awards to H SA, we're going to
20 have sone stability of not know ng what the next
21 year neans.
22 And if we all play our cards right, that's a
23 great phrase to use here, if we all play our cards
24 right, the thoroughbred industry has a chance to
25 really make a nove. And |'m excited about this.
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1 Not hing |like this has happened in 12 years. W've
2 been nostly fighting for our existence, especially
3 wth great decoupling.
4 And a lot of ny friends with the other breeds
5 and di sci plines got decoupled. | still think it's
6 atragedy and | will always say that for the
7 record. But | think there's reason to be
8 optimstic about your Florida thoroughbred industry
9 that you reqgul ate, because there's sone good
10  things.
11 And, by the way, supported fully by both
12 houses with particular thanks to President
13  Passidonmo; our man, Stan McC ain, out of Mrion
14  County. That's where it all started. He wanted to
15 do sonething to help his thoroughbred people in
16 Marion County. That's where the conversation
17 began. And also, Lawence McClure, Representative
18 Lawence M ure.
19 They were all heroes in this and we hope to do
20 ri ght by everybody. But sonme actual good news from
21 Tall ahassee. So thank you. And, again, keep up
22 your the good work on working with the people |ike
23 you're doing. Appreciate it.
24 MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you. Yes, sir.
25 M. Cal abro.
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1 MR. CALABRO My nane is Steve Calabro from
2 Hial eah Park.
3 Related to the illegal gamng options that are
4  going on throughout the state, one of the things |
5 want to add as a suggestion, you nentioned that
6 you're going to raid the places, you're going to
7 shut them down. And that has happened in Charlotte
8 and great job. W fully appreciate that and we
9 support that and anything that we can do to help,
10 pl ease, we're there.
11 The next step is you're looking to find
12 warehouses to store these while the case is being
13 resolved. | think if you could also add, and this
14 may nean a change to the law, but if you could add
15 the destruction of those machines. And I'll tell
16  you why.
17 Because | believe it's a gane of tag that's
18 going on in the State of Florida. You m ght be
19 shutting down Charlotte, and the guy goes two
20 counties over and he opens up his nachines.
21 Because that's what it appears is happening.
22 They're sort of bouncing all over the state.
23 So |l think if you had the, if the operators,
24 if these illegal operators knew that if they got
25 shut down and the machi nes get confiscated and the
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1 case gets resolved and it's a guilty charge and the
2 machi nes get destroyed, they'll go sonepl ace el se,
3 another state, | should say. They'll go to another
4 state.
5 So | think that's just another conponent that
6 | ' m suggesting that you mght to want to think
7 about adding. | know it sounds easier said than
8 done. There may be sone |aws that have to be, a
9 | aw m ght have to be added in the next session.
10 But | think the destruction of the illegal slot
11 machi nes would really be a bigger deterrent than
12 nost .
13 And in many states -- | agree with you. In
14 many states there's illegal slots. But in the
15 states that have regul ated gam ng, two or three
16 exanpl es, |ike New Jersey and Pennsyl vania, there's
17 very little, very little illegal slot nmachines.
18 Because when they take a slot nachine, they take
19 it, they convict, and the nmachine is destroyed. So
20 just a suggestion.
21 MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you, M. Cal abro. And
22 there are just -- if | can add to that. And I'm
23 going to at sone point turn it over to the general
24  counsel here.
25 But what you've seen fromus so far is,
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1 essentially, a lot of, you know, soft power. So we
2 have -- you know, as Director Herold said, you
3 know, we sent the letter just inform ng these
4  businesses what they were doing.
5 But really it just said we received a
6 conplaint of illegal activity, here's the |aw,
7 pl ease conduct yourself accordingly. And just from
8 that letter, so not even a cease and desist, we got
9 a nunber of businesses to stop operating. So
10 there's a lot of tools in our tool bag. That's
11 ki nd of where |I'm going here.
12 And the authority provided by the |egislature
13  when they created the Comm ssion, in Chapter 16
14 gives the Comm ssion a |lot of authority to do a |ot
15 of these things. So what you're seeing right now
16 is sort of the early stages of what we're doing. |
17 think we have the authority to do a ot nore and a
18 | ot nore enforceable acts in terns of arrests and
19  seizures.
20 And | think this is where it's -- so, Ross,
21 correct nme if I'"'mwong here, but | believe that
22 once -- these itens will be considered contraband.
23 If we seize an illegal slot machine and went
24  through a court case, | think we'd have to have a
25 judge order that. But once it's contraband, is
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1 it -- is destruction sonmething we could do?
2 MR MARSHVAN: [t's in the statute.
3 MR. TROVBETTA: (kay.
4 SERGEANT CHURCH: Once the case is closed and
5 there's actually a verdict and there's a guilty
6 verdict or whatever is proposed by the judge, you
7 can destroy that property.
8 MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you, sir. That was mny
9 understandi ng.
10 SERGEANT CHURCH: W have done that in the
11 past .
12 MR. TROMBETTA: kay. Geat. And that is
13 sonething that --
14 SERGEANT CHURCH: There's a recent case that,
15 | think it was -- Flagler County just did, their
16 sheriff did a press release where he actually, his
17 guys went out and they destroyed all the property
18 online, social nedia.
19 MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you. And | know |I've
20 seen videos in other states where they take, you
21 know, a dunp truck or they take sonething and crush
22 the machines. So, | nean, it is sonething that |
23 think Carl has brought that up to ne. He showed ne
24  the video, hey, this is sonmething we can do.
25 MR HEROLD: |'mhere to drive a bull dozer.

www. | exi t asl egal . com
888-811- 3408




Public Meeting

May 02, 2023
Page 46

1 MR. TROVBETTA: And beyond that, there is al so
2 acivil penalty, so to speak. So there's a $10, 000
3 civil penalty per machine. Again, you got to get a
4  judge to order that.
5 But that's just another, again, another tool
6 that we haven't yet utilized, but that we are aware
7 of. It's sonething that we're -- you know, we know
8 it exists, it's sonmething that we're considering
9 when it's appropriate.
10 Anyone el se? Yes, sir.
11 SERGEANT AUSTIN. My nanme is Scott Austin, and
12 |'ma sergeant with the Pal m Beach County Sheriff's
13 Ofice. 1've worked in our intelligence,
14 counterterrorism and organized crine. So it's
15 kind of a big unbrella for -- | was there as an
16 agent and now |'m back as a supervisor.
17 | appl aud what the Gam ng Comm ssion is
18 attenpting to do. | think we're very early in the
19 ganme. But | have seen the -- we were tal ki ng about
20 the charities. So |I've seen all variations of
21 charities. W have video arcades in our county
22 where the arcade has an advertisenent on one w ndow
23 and the charity has an adverti senment on the other
24  w ndow, and so everything is covered, according to
25 the way the statutes are currently witten,
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1 As far as the video ganes, unless you guys
2 have nmade a maj or change in the last year to the
3 statute, it's not very clearly outlined what a sl ot
4 machine is. The one-arned bandits are clearly
5 docunented as a slot machine. Video arcade ganes
6 are not. They're games of skill and ganmes of
7  chance.
8 And we continue to run into this when we bring
9 it to the State Attorney's Ofice. And wth 67
10 different State's Attorney's O fices, you' re going
11 to get 67 different opinions in the State of
12 Fl ori da.
13 So | would inplore you guys to get together a
14 St at ewi de Prosecutor that handles all gam ng type
15 I ssues so that we can go directly to them across
16 the board everything is going to be sane. |'m not
17 going to deal with sonebody who's in for election
18 in the end of the year, so on and so forth.
19 As far as these video ganes are concerned,
20 because they're not one-arned bandit slot nachi nes
21 that we all grew up with and we know what they are,
22 they're not listed in the statute. They're not
23 specifically spelled out. A craps table, a
24 roulette table are all listed as a key, they're --
25 in and of itself |I walk into a business or a hone,
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1 that is a gam ng product.
2 | can then seize it. | can have that PC for
3 anything else and | can destroy it by statute.
4  Your arcade ganes are not listed as that such in
5 the statute. So if we're going to nove forward
6 wth these things, we need to actually nake it
7 illegal, make it to the point where, you know, we
8 can destroy them
9 And as far as getting warehouses avail able, |
10 guar antee you between Broward and Pal m Beach County
11 al one we can fill your Southern. So once we get to
12 the point where you're ready to nove forward on
13 this stuff, we would [ove to eradicate them
14 Because you're right, where they are targeted
15 in our county are outside of the senior |iving
16 centers and everybody is going over there. And
17 there's always one scamor another. |It's either
18 gift cards. It's, oh, we're |like Chuck E. Cheese,
19 here's our tickets, you can go pick up whatever you
20 want after you've sel ect ed.
21 So you have a long way to go. Law enforcenent
22 is here to help you all. W want to get rid of the
23 probl em as nmuch as you guys do. But | know that
24 you're understaffed. Currently you're trying to
25 build up your staff.
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1 So love to -- | know that we can get together

2 in each one of these counties if you guys put a

3 task force together and said, hey, we're going to

4 go hit these places and cl ean them up.

5 MR. TROVBETTA: Thank you for the comments and

6 for the suggestion. | nean, we'd be happy to. |

7 also just want to make sure it's known. Please

8 reach out to Carl or our l|legal teamtoo.

9 | f you have questions |ike that where you --
10 you know, for any of the |aw enforcenent guys, if
11 you're not sure what you're looking at or if you
12 need sone hel p on, hey, you know, we're
13 encountering this where they're saying this is a
14  skill ganme and it's not a slot machine, we can try
15 to help you through that.

16 W can be a resource imediately to help you
17 prepare for when you do go to the prosecutor just
18 totry to make it alittle bit clearer of what

19 you're | ooking at.

20 Anyt hing el se? GCkay. Seeing no other

21 questions, | don't have too nmuch el se.

22 |"d like to kind of just recognize that we
23 have four Comm ssioners in the room here today.
24  Please feel free to talk to them Just be

25 cogni zant of ex parte rules. Don't talk to them
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1 about things they're going to be making decisions
2 on at the next neeting. But please introduce
3 your sel ves.
4 | think, you know, one of the best things of
5 havi ng the Conm ssion neeting |later today and, you
6 know, this neeting is being down here and getting
7 to interact and put faces to names and just meet
8 you. So please feel free -- nyself too. Please,
9 you know, feel free to cone up and talk to nme. [|'m
10 Interested in what you' re dealing wth, how your
11 busi nesses are running. And thank you for the tinme
12 t oday.
13 Al'l right. | guess, one nore thing. So our
14 actual Conmm ssion neeting is scheduled to start at
15 1 pm So we're going to have a lunch break after
16 this and come back at 1. Then the Conm ssioners
17 wi Il be up here, and we will be having our actua
18 Conm ssion neeting. The agenda, neeting materials
19 and everything is online.
20 So you're welcome to stay. | hope sone of you
21 have an opportunity to join us for that too.
22 Thank you all for attending and have a good day.
23 (Ther eupon, the proceedi ngs concl uded at
24 9:57 a.m)
25
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